Kumar was living fora period of more than thirty days immediately
preceding the date of the said notice. In fact, Bharani Kumar was
a permanent resident of Guntur where the Marriage Office is
situated. The Marriage Officer entered the notice in the Marriage
Notice Book and published the said notice by affixing a copy
thereof to some conspicuous place in his office. As Srivani was
residing in the neighbouring town Bapatla, the Marriage Officer
also sent one copy of the said notice to that place calling for
objections. Thereupon, the father of the girl filed an objection.
The Marriage Officer on receipt of objections conducted an
enquiry and ultimately found that the marriage was not in the
interests of the couple and ultimately refused to register the
marriage. What has to be done by the boy and girl?

Under Section 17 of the Special Marriage Act, there is an
appeal provision. Any person aggrieved by the order of the
Marriage Officer refusing to register the marriage, within
thirty days from the date of the order, can prefer an appeal to
the District Court and the result of the appeal shall be final.

426. Gireesh and Savitri are aged 24 years and 20 years
respectively and they are in love with each other. They have
radical and progressive views. They feel that the performance of
marriage in a marriage pandal undergoing several formalities
like Homan, Saptapadi, etc., is only farce and so they decided to
marry before the Marriage Officer. Accordingly, they give a
notice of the intended marriage under Section 5 of the Special
Marriage Act, in the prescribed form and after entering the said
notice in the Marriage Notice Book and after publishing the
same, the marriage is performed. Thereafter, they live as husband
and wife and in course of time, they begot two children. What is
the position of such children? Are they legitimate or illegitimate?

Under Section 26 of the Special Marriage Act, not with
standing that a marriage is null and void under Section 24,
any child of such marriage who would have been legitimate
if the marriage had been valid, shalLbe legitimate. So, the
children born to Gireesh and Savitri are legitimate children.
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